
 

     
 
 
MEMORANDUM  
 
 
TO:  Clients of Michigan Legislative Consultants 
 
FROM:    Tim Ward, Brendan Ringlever, Cami Pendell, and Fritz Benson 
 
RE:  Michigan Primary Election Results and Commentary  
 
DATE:      August 4, 2010 
 
Yesterday, Michigan voters went to the polls to cast votes in the Primary Election for Governor, 
Congress, State Legislative, judicial and county government races.  Later this month, the parties will 
nominate their respective candidates for Lt. Governor, Attorney General, and Secretary of State at their 
conventions. 
 
Below is a full report of the elections as they stand at this time.  The first part provides an overview of 
the gubernatorial results and the key congressional races.  Next we have a complete listing of the results 
for Michiga�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�H�V.  Lastly, we have the results for all state legislative primaries and 
our brief commentary for many of those districts.  These are considered unofficial results until certified 
by the State Board of Canvassers and since we are still only hours after the races have concluded, please 
excuse any reporting errors in our data sources.  For the most part, the elections are decided, but a 
recount is expected in the 1st congressional district GOP primary where just one vote will determine the 
winner. 
 
GOVERNOR 
 
For Governor the Republican winner is Rick Snyder, a former Gateway Computer CEO and current 
venture capitalist from Ann Arbor.  Rick was the only Republican in the race that wasn't already a 
politician.  He ran as an outsider and his message resonated with voters taking approximately 36% of the 
vote in a 5 way race.  Rick self-funded the majority of his campaign putting in roughly $6 million of his 
own money while refusing to take PAC funds.   
 
Rick is untested having never held office so we can't predict how he'll approach the issues based on 
previous policy making.  However, he is pro-business and will pride himself on looking at issues 
differently.   
 
The vote count was Snyder 36%, Congressman Pete Hoekstra 27%, Attorney General Mike Cox 23%, 
Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard 12%, and State Senator Tom George 2%. 
 
On the Democrat side Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero bested Speaker Andy Dillon 59% - 41%.  Dillon had 
led in polling for most of the year and into July but in the last 10 days the momentum shifted to Bernero.  
The traditional big labor unions backed Bernero because Dillon is viewed by many union interests to be 


